Assessment Task
Year 9 Mandatory History

Topic 2: Australia and World War I
Due Date
Weighting
Task

Outcomes

Assessment
Descriptio
n

Create a commemorative scrapbook for Captain Charles Linklater MC
In this task the student
5.2
assesses the impact of international events and relationships on Australia’s history
5.4
sequences major historical events to show an understanding of continuity, change and causation
5.5
identifies, comprehends and evaluates historical sources
5.6
uses sources appropriately in an historical inquiry
5.7
explains different contexts, perspectives and interpretations of the past
5.10
selects and uses appropriate oral, written and other forms, including ICT, to communicate effectively
about the past for different audiences.

Charles Linklater was soldier in the AIF during the First World War. He fought at both Gallipoli
and on the Western Front. He was killed in June 1917 in Belgium during the Battle of Messines.
His body was never found and identified.

Words/
Marks

Linklater’s wife, Dorothy, received his personal effects along with a series of letters that he wrote
from Gallipoli and Europe. You will use these letters and other primary sources relating to
Linklater’s service to create a scrapbook that Dorothy made for him to commemorate him. This
scrapbook contains several parts:
1. Timeline & Map
Using a map or maps, mark out the places that Linklater traveled to, fought at and trained at
during his wartime service. Put dates on your map and label the map with each of the places that
we know he traveled to. Also, name at least 5 other places that soldiers in the AIF fought at
between 1914 and 1918.
2. Letter from France
You must write a letter from Linklater to Dorothy, written shortly after he arrived in France. The
focus of his letter should be the differences between the Western Front and Gallipoli. You could
compare:
• The enemy (ie the Germans compared to the Turks)
• The terrain
• The weapons
• The conditions
• Living conditions/ the climate/ food/ comforts
• Trench routines
3. Letter from Messines
This is the last letter Linklater ever wrote to Dorothy. It is from the night before he died, during the
Battle of Messines. The focus should be the battle, including:
• The objectives of the battle
• The first day (moving up through the gas attack on the woods, the mines, the advance
behind the artillery, the German pillboxes etc.)

N/A words
15 marks

150-200
words
15 marks

200-250
words
20 marks

Assessment
Descriptio
n

4. Red Cross Wounded and Missing Information Bureau Report
The Red Cross carried out investigations on behalf of families to find out what happened to missing
soldiers. They interviewed eyewitnesses and then put together a report to try and provide grieving
families with information. Use the reports provided to write a report to Dorothy explaining what
probably happened to her husband.

100 words
10 marks

5. Newspaper Obituary for Captain Charles Linklater MC
Write an obituary for Charles Linklater that might have appeared in an Australian newspaper
shortly after he was confirmed dead. It should describe him as a person, provide a brief account of
his wartime service including his award (Military Cross) and explain how he died.

150-200
words
10 marks

6. A diary entry from Dorothy’s pilgrimage
Very few Australian families could afford to make the vast journey to their loved one’s graves and
memorials. Linklater’s body was never found, but his name is on a memorial called the Menin Gate
in the town of Ypres, Belgium.

100-150
words
10 marks

Imagine that Dorothy made the trip to Ypres in the early 1930s to commemorate her husband.
Write a diary entry that
• Outlines the Menin Gate’s history and significance in remembering British
Commonwealth war dead.
• Describes her feelings after seeing Charles’ name on the gate. Would she be sad? Proud?
Depressed? Would she feel some kind of ‘closure’? Might she be bitter? Why might this
place be so significant for the families of soldiers who don’t have a headstone in a
cemetery?
7. Photographs
Many Australian soldiers took cameras to war with them (unlike British soldiers who were
forbidden to do so). Each of the above sections should be accompanied by relevant and
appropriate photographs that Charles might have taken while at war and sent home to Dorothy.
The best source of photographs of Australians in the First World War is at
http://www.awm.gov.au/database/collection.asp Use a minimum of SIX.

SIX
photograp
hs/
sketches
10 marks

You can also include maps and diagrams to enhance your work and demonstrate your
understanding of the above topics.
Research Evidence
1.
2.
3.

Linklater’s primary sources are available at www.zerohour.edu.au
You will also need to use websites and books to research other aspects of the First World
War (eg. the Battle of Messines, the history of the Menin Gate etc.)
Your scrapbook should include a bibliography on the final page.

Presentation
Your work needs to be presented as a scrapbook. You should attempt to make it look and feel like a
historical scrapbook. Extra marks (10) are available to students who demonstrate effort with their
presentation.
Plagiarism: Plagiarism (that is, the stealing of other author’s original work) is prohibited. Any
suspected copying of text will result in a careful examination of your work and the sources that you
have used. Plagiarism will be penalised in accordance with the school’s plagiarism policy.
Late Penalty: any student who does not submit their work on the due date at the HSIE period
that day will be penalised in accordance with the school’s assessment policy.

N/A words
10 marks

TOTAL
WORDS:
750-900
MARKS:
100

